A to the persistence of his boyhood friend, 
alba las sailor killed in World War II finally is recorded ... 


By TRICIA JONES \ 
Columbian staff writer ’ 


amas teen-ager CurtisSadd 
joined the Navy two weeks after - 
the bombing of Pearl Harbor and | 


a used one of his first paychecks to © 
pas buy an expensive watch for his 
hae She died while Curtis was stationed 
The somewhere in the Pacific Ocean. The 
Win Mein Rees timepiece went with her to her grave. 
joc Amonth and a day after Curtis’ 21st 
tm birthday, four bombs and three Japan- 
Pe] ese suicide planes hit the aircraft carrier 
Lie Saratoga off Iwo Jima. One kamikaze 
i landed on Curtis’ Sinch gun. 
a ‘All anybody ever found was his 
ed watch. 
: For decades, Curtis Wayne Sadd 
seemed lost to history in more ways 


than one. The Camas High School class 
of 1942 graduated without him while he 
was at war. There was no body to return 
for burial back home. Friends say as the 
years his immediate relatives all 
died or moved from the area. 
And no Clark County war memorial 

displayed his name alongside other fall- 


en veterans. 

ut his buddies didn’t forget Curtis. 
five years of research and re- 

»sts, delays and misunderstandings, 
young sailor’s name has joined 


JEREMIAH COUGHLAN The Columbian 


Letter-perfect: Bruce Bugratenberg of Vancouver Granite Works puts the final touches to Curtis Sadd’s 
name after sandblasting it into the Clark County Veterans War Memorial at the Vancouver Barracks. A 

star misunderstandings kept the former Camas resident from getting local recognition for his wartime 
sacrifice. 


“When it’s all done, I 
think it will close this 
chapter of seeing my 
a old friend get 
recognition for his 
service in World War IL, 
and getting killed at 
such a young age.” 
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In memory: From left, Don Rekdahl of Camas, f 
of Washougal and Jim Nott of Camas pause 6 
monument soon to bear the name of their riend 
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